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Executive Summary

A job analysis was conducted to define the content domain in which newly licensed
(certified) English teachers must be knowledgeable to perform their jobs in a competent
manner. The results of the job analysis will be used to develop test specifications for the Subject
Assessment in Fnglish of the Praxis Series: Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers™.

A draft domain of knowledge statements was constructed by Educational Testing Service
(ETS) Test Development staff with subject-matter expertise in English and ETS Research staff
with expertise in job analysis methodology. In the process of developing the draft domain, ETS
subject-matter experts reviewed previous Nztional Teacher Examination (NTE) English test
specifications, state licensure (certification) requirements, and relevant professional literature.
The resultant draft domain consisted of three major content areas and 94 knowledge statements.
The three major content areas were: (1) Literature, (2) Language and Composition, and
(3) Content-Specific Pedagogy.

This draft domain was then reviewed by an External Review Panel of 11 subject-matter
experts: 3 classroom teachers and 8 college faculty. The panel reviewed the draft domain for (1)
the appropriateness of its overall structure and (2) the appropriateness of the specific
statements and their completeness and clarity. Revisions suggested by the panel, including
additions and deletions of content areas and knowledge statements, were obtained via a
telephone interview conducted by ETS Research staff. Wording changes were made to the draft
domain and some additional statements were included. The revised domain consisted of 116
statements.

This revised draft domain was then reviewed by an Advisory Committee. This committee
was comprised of four secondary school English teachers, three college faculty, and one school
administrator. This committee was charged with modifying the revised draft domain so that it
accurately reflected what the members of the committee believed were the knowledge areas
important for newly licensed (certified) English teachers. This modification process occurred
during a four-day meeting held at ETS. The committee made numerous changes to the job
analysis inventory, including changes to the knowledge statements themselves, changes to the
category headings and directions, and changes to the title in the interest of rendering the
inventory more appropriate and comprehensive and its statements unambiguous. The final form
of the job analysis inventory comprises 110 knowledge statements grouped into four categories:
(1) Literature, (2) Language/Linguistics, (3) Rhetoric/Composition, and (4) Pedagogy Specific
to English.

This revised domain was then subjected to verification/refutation through a national survey
of 510 teachers (approximately 10 per state and 10 from the District of Columbia), 259 college
faculty (approximately 5 per state 5 from the District of Columbia), and 52 school
administrators (approximately 1 per state and 1 from the District of Columbia) for a total of 821
education professionals. The mailing list was made up of names from the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE) membership roster so that appropriate people could be reached.
Names from the roster were drawn at random in a way that satisfied the state participation
requirements stated above.
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We later sent the survey to an additional 350 education professionals. In this supplemental
sample we attempted to focus on individuals who were relatively new to the teachmg profession
(e.g., less .han five years teathing experience) and to bolster minority representation. We did
this to ir crease the likelihood that a sufficient number of responses from new teachers and
minorities would be available for analysis. Of the 350, a minority sample of 175 was obtained
from the NCTE Black Caucus, NCTE Hispanic Caucus, and the College Language Association.
Also, a sample of 175 new English teachers was obtained from Market Data Retrieval (MDR),
an educational mailing list company.

The survey participants were asked to rate the statements in terms of their importance for
newly licensed (certified) English teachers to perform their jobs in a competent manner. The 5-
point rating scale ranged from 0 (of no importance) to 4 (very important). The purpose of the
survey administration was to identify a core of knowledge staicments that relatively large
numbers of education professionals verified to be important to newly licensed (certified) English
teachers. The latter objective is accomplished through the analysis of the mean importance
ratings provided by four groups of education professionals (i.e., teachers and college faculty in
both primary and supplemental samples) and by appropriate subgroups of respondents (sex,
race/ethnicity, geographic region, teaching experience) in the combined sample. Statements that
are judged to be important by all respondent groups and subgroups define the core. The core
becomes the primary data base for the development of test specifications. The derivation of test
specifications from thcse tasks verified to be important by the surveyed education professionals

provides a substantial evidential basis for the content validity (content relevance) of The Praxis
II Subject Assessment in English.

Two types of dats analysis were conducted to support the development of content valid
(content relevar:t) test specifications for the Subject Assessment in English: (1) means were
coraputed of the importance ratings for each knowledge statement by the four groups of
education professionals and by the appropriate subgroups of respondents; and (2) correlations of
the profiles of these mean importance ratings were computed across the four groups of
education professionals and within the appropriate subgroups of respondents.

A cut point of a mean importance rating of 2.50 (the midpoint between moderately
important [scale value 2] and important [scale value 3]) was established to identify the core of
important statements. Statements that were judged by both groups of education professionals
and all subgroups of respondents to be 2.50 or higher comprised the core and therefore were
considered eligible for inclusion in the development of test specifications. (However, because
the survey participants were not involved in the development of the knowledge domain, they
may lack certain insights that the Advisory Committee members have because of their high level
of involvement in the definition of the domain. As a consequence, if the committee believes
that a knowledge statement rated below 2.50 should be included in the specifications and the
committee can provide compelling written rationales, those knowledge statements may be
reinstated for inclusion in the test specifications.)

The results of the mean analysis conducted by teachers and college faculty (primary and
supplemental samples) showed that 18 statements were rated less than 2.50. This represents
16.4% of the content domain. In the subgroup analyses, 17 (15.5%) statements were rated
below 2.50. In total, 19 of the 110 statements (17.3%) did not meet the 2.50 cniterion for inclusion.
All of the statements were in the knowledge categories of Literature and Language/Linguistics.




All statemerus in the Rhetoric and Composition and Pedagogy Specific to English categories
were verified by the surveyed subgroups.

The computation of correlation coefficients to assess agreement in terms of perceived
relative importance of the knowledge statements revealed a very high level of agreement. The
coefficients for comparisons among the teachers and college faculty all cxceeded .85.
Coefficients ger -ated during the demographic subgroup analyses all exceeded .95. These
findings indicai« that there is substantial agreement on the relative zmportance given to the
statements by a diverse group of education professionals.

The 91 knowledge statements that were verified to be important by the surveyed teachers, the
college faculty, and the demographic subgroups should be used as the foundation for the
development of test specifications. Test specifications that are linked to the results of a job
analysis provide support for the content validity of the derived assessment measures and may be
seen as part of an initial step in ensuring the fairness to subgroups of English teacher candidates
of the derived assessment measures. It is reasonable to assume that, due to testing and
psychometric constraints (e.g., time limits, ability to measure some content reliably), not all of
the verified content will be included in the assessment measures. One source of information
‘hat may be used to guide the Advisory Committee in their decision as to what verified content
to include in the assessment measure is the mean importance rating. Although a rank ordering
of the content by mean importance rating is not implied, it is recommended that initial
consideration be given to content that is well above the cut point and represents the appropriate
breadth of content coverage.

Evidence was also provided in this study of the comprehensiveness of the content domain
within the four major content areas. This information has implications for the adequacy of the
content domain. If the domain was adequately defined, then the categories should be judged to

have been well covered by their accompanying statements. The results supported the adequacy
of the defined content domain.
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Introduction

Purpose of the Study

The subject assessments for The Praxis Series: Professional Assessments for Beginning
Teachers™ are designed to assess a prospective teacher’s content knowledge of a specific subject
area and subject-specific pedagogical knowledge. The focus of such tests is base] on the
preinise that beginning teachers should demonstrate knowledge of the subjects they intend to
teach (Grossman, Wilson, & Shulman, 1989) and, perhaps, demonstrate knowledge of teaching
principles, strategies, and resources specific to those subjects (Grossman, 1989; McDiarmid, Ball,
& Anderson, 1989; Reynolds, 1992). The Praxis Series can be used by state agencies as one of
several criteria for initial teacher licensure (certification). Included as part of the subject
assessments is a licensure examination {or English teachers. To identify the content domain of
this examinat.on and to support the content validity (content relevance) of this examination, a
job analysis was conducted of the knowledge important for newly licensed (beginning) English
teachers. This report will describe the job analysis study. In particular, it will provide the
rationale for conducting the job analysis, present the methods used to define job-related
knowledge, describe the types of statistical analysis conducted, report the results of these
analyses, and specify the implications for developing test specifications.

Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing

The Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing (1985) is a comprehensive technical
guide that provides criteria for the evaluation of tests, testing practices, and the effects of test
use. It was developed jointly by the American Psychological Association (APA), the American
Educational Research Association (AERA), and the National Council on Measurement in
Educatinn (NCME). The guidelines presented in the Standards have, by professional consensus,
come to define the necessary components of quality testing. As a consequence, a testing

program that adheres to the Standards is more likely to be judged to be valid (defensible) than
one that does not.

There are two categories of criteria within the Standards, primary and secondary. Those
classified as primary "should be met by all tests . . . unless a sound professional reason is
available to show why it is not necessary, or technically feasible, to do so in a particular case.
Test developers and users . . . are expected to be able to explain why any primary standards
have not been met” (AERA/APA/NCME, 1985, p. 2). One of the primary standards is that the
content doma:n of a licensure or certification test should be defined in terms of the importance
of the content for competent performance in an occupation. "Job analyses provide the primary
basis for defining the content domain." (p. 64).

The use of job analysis to define the content domain is a critical component in establishing
the zuntent validity of licensure and certification examinations. Content validity is the primary
validation strategy used for these examinations. It refers to the extent to which the content
covered by an examination overlaps with the important components (tasks, knowledge, sk, or
abilities) of a job {Arvey & Faley, 1988). Demonstration of content validity is accomplished
through the judgments of subject-matter experts. It is enhanced by the inclusion of large
numbers of subiect-matter experts who represent the diversity of the relevant areas of ex; ertise




(Ghiselli, Campbell, & Zedeck, 1981). The lack of a well-designed job analysis is frequently
cited (by the courts) as a major cause of test invalidity.

Job Analysis

Job analysis refers to procedures designed to obtain descriptive information about the tasks
performed on a job and/or the knowledge, skills, and abilities thought necessary to adequately
perform those tasks (Gael, 1983). The specific type of job information collected for a job
analysis is determined by the purpose for which the information will be used. For purposes of
developing licensure and certification examinations, a job analysis should identify the important
knowledge or abilities necessary to protect the public ( AERA, APA, & NCME, 1985). In addition,
a well-designed job analysis should include the participation of various subject-matter experts
(Mehrens, 1987); and the data collected should be representative of the diversity within the job.
Diversity refers to regional or job context factors and to subject-matter-expert factors such as
race/ethnicity, experience, and sex (Kuehn, Stallings, & Holland, 1990). The job analysis
conducted for English teachers was designed to follow the guidelines presented in the Standards
for Educational and Psychological Testing and to adhere to accepted professional practice.

Objectives of the Job Analysis Study

The objectives of this study were: (1) to construct a comprehensive domain of knowledge
that is important for newly licensed (certified) English teachers and then (2) to obtain, using
survey r °thodology, the independent judgments of a national sample of English education
professionals (teachers, college faculty, and state administrators) to verify or refute the
importance of the domain of knowledge. The verification/refutation component plays a critical
part in ensuring that the domain (in whole or in part) is judged to be relevant to the job of a
newly licensed (certified) English teacher by a diversity of education professionals. The
components of the domain that are verified will be used in the development of test
specifications for The Praxis 1I Subject Assessment in English.

Methods

The job analysis study described in this report involved a multi-method approach that
included subject-matter experts and a national survey. First, groups of subject-matter experts
defined a knowledge domain important for newly licensed/certified English teachers. A
description of this knowledge domain was then sent out to education professionals through a
large-scale national survey. The purpose of the survey administration was to obtain verification
and/or refutation from large numbers of education professionals that the previous groups of
subject-matter experts had defined as a domain of knowledge important for newly licensed
English teachers. Through this process we can identify a core of important knowledge that is
related to the job of the newly licensed English teacher. The survey functions as a "check and
balance” on the judgments of the subject-matter experts and reduces the likelihood that
unimportant knowledge areas will be included in the development of the test specifications. The
use of a job analysis survey is also an efficient and cost-effective method of obtaining input from
large numbers of subject-matter xperts and makes it possible for ratings to be analyzed
separately by appropriate subgroups.
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The survey participants were English teachers, administrators, and college faculty whose
names were obtained from the membership of the National Council of Teachers of English
(NCTE). An additional list of new English teachers was obtained from Market Data Retrieval
(MDR), an education mailing list company. Also, a minority sample was obtained from the
NCTE Black Caucus, NCTE Hispanic Caucus, and the College Language Association. The
participants were asked to rate the job analysis task statements in terms of their importance for
newly licensed/certified English teachers to perform their jobs in a competent manner. The
specific steps in the job analysis process are described below.

efinition he wled mai

Deveiopment of a draft knowledge domain. The first step in the process of conducting the
job analysis was to construct a preliminary knowledge domain. The domain was constructed by
Educational T=sting Service (ETS) Test Development staff who have subject-matter expertise in
English and ETS Research staff with expertise in job analysis methodology. In the process of
developing the draft, the ETS subject-matter experts reviewed stat= licensure (certification)
requirements, previous National Teacher Examination (NTE) English test specifications,
current test items, and relevant professional literature.

The resultant draft domain consisted of three major content areas: (1) Literature,
(2) Language and Composition, and (3) Content-Specific Pedagogy. Withir. each category were
several knowledge statements mapping the important aspects of the category. These statements
were presented in behavioral terms (e.g., describe the writer’s tone in a passage; provide and
sustain a focus or thesis). This draft included a total of 94 statements for the three categories.

Evaluation of diaft domain by External Review Panel. Corsistent with a content validity
framework, the job analysis study was designed to obtain input from many subject-matter experts
at several critical points in the domain definition process. To this end, an External Review
Panel of 11 English education professionals was formed to review the draft domain. This group
consisted of three classroom teachers and eight college faculty. Individuals were considered
for membership through a process of peer recommendation. All of the review panelists have
experience either teaching English or supervising teachers of English. Generally, they are
prominent and active in professional associations and/or teacher licensure. In addition to their
subject-matter expertise, the panel was formed so as to have representation by sex, ethnicity, and
geographic location. Members of the panel are listed in Appendix A.

The panelists were instructed to review the draft and to make modifications they felt were
necessary to adequately cover the important aspects of teaching English. They were further
instructed that these modifications could include the addition of important knowledge
statements, deletion of unimportant statements, elaboration of statements with relevant
examples, and revision of statements into language that is clear and appropriate for individuals
in English education. The panelists were interviewed via telephone by ETS Research staff to
obtain their suggestions for modification.

Information from the interviews was compiled, discussed with ETS Test Development Staff,
and, subsequently, used to revise the draft. Wording changes were made to the draft, and some
additional statements were included. The revised draft consisted of 116 statements.




Advisory Committee meeting. The next step in the job analysis process was a meeting held
January 18-21, 1290, in Princeton, New Jersey with an Advisory Committee of eight subject-
matter specialists. The committee was charged with developing a final version of the job
analysis inventory and with developing the specifications for the new test. Like the External
Review Panelists, members of the advisory committee have documented knowledge of the
subject matter. The committee comprises four classroom teachers, three college faculty
members, and one school administrator and has representation by sex, ethnicity, and geographic
location. Members of the committee are listed in Appendix B.

The meeting was led jointly by ETS Test Development and Research staff. Prior to the
meeting, committee members were mailed a copy of the draft domain to review. They were
informed about the purpose of the meeting and asked to come prepared to discuss their review.
Because they will use the results obtained from a survey administration of the content domain, it
is critical that committee members have a clear understanding of each statement. The group
interaction during the meeting fostered discussions that generated suggestions not made during
the individual interviews with the External Review Panelists. The committee members
attempted to be inclusive (i.e., cover all important aspects of teaching the subject matter) rather
than exclusive in defining the content domain.

The committee made numerous changes to the Job Analysis Inventory, including changes to
the knowledge statements themselves, changes to the category headings and directions, and
changes to the title in the interest of . 2ndering the inventory more appropriate and
comprehensive and its statements unambiguous. Although the knowledge statements themselves
evoked considerable discussion, the greatest discussion centered on the categorization of the
knowlzedge statements. The committee found it difficult to avoid overlap among the different
categor'es and to differentiate between skills the newly licensed teacher should be equipped with
to teach and skills the experienced teacher should possess. Ultimately, after the committee had
decided to shelve the discussion for a time, committee member Janice Lauer proposed a scheme
that, with some minor revisions, dealt with the majority of the committee’s concerns. The final
form of the Job Analysis Inventory comprises 110 knowledge statements grouped into four
categories; (1) Literature, (2) Language/Linguistics, (3) Rhetoric/Composition, and
(4) Pedagogy Specific to English.

During the meeting, the Advisory Committee also reviewed and approved the proposed
rating scale for the inventory. The rating scale required respondents to make judgments
regarding importance to the newly licensed teacher. The importance scale, which is shown
below, is in compliance with professional standards (cf. AERA, APA, & NCME, 1985).

How important is it that a newly licensed (certified) English teacher be able to perform
this task in a competent manner?

(0) Of no importance

(1) Of little importance
(2) Moderately important
(3) Important

(4) Very important

The committee also reviewed and approved items concerning demographic and background
information (e.g., sex, teaching experience, geographic location). Such items were included so
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that we could describe the composition of the survey respondent group and conduct analyses of
the survey responses by various subgroups of respondents (e.g., males and females).

Pilot tesi of the Job Analysis Inventory. After the meeting, a revised Job Analysis Inventory
was mailed to the committee members for final approval. Once approval was obtained, the
inventory was pilot tested on a group of eight classroom teachers. The pilot participants were
asked to review the survey for clarity of wording, ease of use, and comprehensiveness of content
coverage. The pilot test indicated that no one had difficulty completing the inventory and that
no additional changes were necessary.

Large-Scale Survey

Survey instrument. The finalized survey consisted of three parts. Part I included four
major knowledge categories: Literature, Language/Linguistics, Rhetoric/Composition, and
Pedagogy Specific to English. Under these categories were 110 specific knowledge statements.
Survey respondents were asked to rate the statements using the importance scale shown above.

For each major knuwledge category there was also a content coverage question in Part I
Survey participants were asked to indicate how well each major knowledge category was covered
by its knowledge statements. Respondents made their judgments using a S-point rating scale
(1=Poorly, 2=Somewhat, 3=Adequately, 4=Well, 5=Very well). The participants alsc had an
opportunity to identify and write in knowledge statements that they believed should be added to
the domain.

In Part II of the survey participants were asked to indicate the weight (emphasis) that each
of the major knowledge categories should receive on the assessment. This was accomplished by
distributing 100 total points across the major areas. These point distributions were converted

into percentages, representing the percent of items that the survey respondents believed should
be devoted to each area.

In Part III participants were asked for demographic and background information. As
previously noted, these items are used to describe the respondents and to perform subgroup
analyses. A copy of the final survey is p-ovided in Appendix C.

Survey participants. The primary sample for this study consisted of 510 teachers
(approximately 10 per state and the 10 from the District of Columbia), 259 college faculty
(approximately 5 per state and S from the District of Columbia), and 52 school administrators
(approximately 1 per state and 1 from the District of Columbia) for a total of 821 education
professionals (approximately 16 per state). The mailing list was made up of names from the
NCTE membership roster so that appropriate people could be reached. Names from the roster

were drawn at random in such a way as to satisfy the state participation requirements noted
above.

We later sent the survey to an additional 350 education professionals. In this syoplemental
sample we attempted to focus on individuals who were relatively new to the teaching profession
(e.g., less than five years teaching experience) and to bolster minority representation. We did
this to increase the likelihood that a sufficient number of responses from new teachers and
minorities would be available for analysis. Of the 350, a minority sample of 175 was obtained




from the NCTE Black Caucus, NCTE Hispanic Caucus, and the College Language Association.
Also, a sample of 175 English teachers was obtained from Market Data Retrieval (MDR), an
educational mailing list company. MDR was unable to specifically identify 175 new teachers,
but, as a surrogate strategy, was able to identify teachers who were new to their schools.

Survey administration. The surveys were administered to the primary sample in May 1990.
Surveys were administered to the supplemental sample in August 1991. Each survey was
accompanied by a letter of invitation to participate and a postage-paid envelope for return of
the completed survey. A reminder postcard was mailed approximately one week after the
survey mailing. The cover letters for the main and supplemental samples and the follow-up
postcard are provided in Appendix D.

The purpose of the survey administration was to igentify a core of knowledge statements
that relatively large numbers of education professionals judged to be relevant (verified as
important) to newly licensed (certified) English teachers. The latter objective is accomplished
through an analysis of the mean importance ratings provided by the four groups of education
professionals and by the appropriate subgroups of respondents. Knowledge statements that are
judged to be important by all respondent groups and subgroups define the core. The core
becomes the primary data base for the development of test specifications. The derivation of test
specifications from those knowledge statements verified as important by the surveyed education
professionals provides a substantial evidential basis for the content validity (content relevance)
of the Subject Assessment in English.

Results

Survey Respondents: Primary Sample

Response rate. Of the 821 inventories mailed, 7 were returned incomplete for a variety of
reasons (e.g., wrong address, individual was retired and declined to participate). Of the
remaining 814, 507 (62.3%) were completed and returned.

Demographic characteristics. Results of the analyses of the responses to the demographic
questions in the inventory are summarized in Appendix E. The typical respondent was over 35
years old, White, had at least a master’s degree, and had more than 16 years of experience in
teaching English. More of the respondents were female than were male (70.2% to 28.0%). The
respondents who taught tended to do so in high school (grades 9-12) or in college.

Survey Respondents: Supplemental Sample

Response Rate. Of the 350 inventories mailed to the supplemental sample, 5 were returned
incomplete. Of the remaining 345, 217 (62.9%) were completed and returned.

Demographic Characteristics. Demographic distributions for this sample are provided in
Appendix E. As intended, most of the respondents were teachers (118/217 = 54.4%). Of the
respondents, 18.5% (40/217) had 5 or fewer years of teaching experience; 51.7% of the




respondents reported being from racial and ethnic minority groups. Hence, the sampling
strategy was partially successful. In addition to teaching experience, this sample was different
from the primary sample on other demographic variables. For example, the supplemental
sample tended to be younger, had a higher percentage of women and minority respondents, and
had fewer respondents with a master’s degree than the primary sample.

Analysis of Importance Ratings

Two types of data analysis were conducted to support the development of content valid
(content relevant) test specifications for the Subject Assessment in English: (1) Means were
computed of the importance ratings for each knowledge statement by the three groups of
education professionals and by the appropriate subgroups of respondents, and (2) correlations of
the profiles of these mean importance ratings were computed across the three groups of
education professionals and the appropriate subgroups of respondents.

Means. The mean analysis is used to determine the level (absolute value) of importance
attributed to the knowledge statements. Means were computed for teachers and college faculty
in the primary sample and teachers in the supplemental sample. Means were also computed for
appropriate subgroups of respondents in the two samples combined (sex, race/ethnicity,
geographic region, teaching experience). An analysis of importance ratings by geographic region
is consistent with the recent legal emphasis on addressing regional job variability when
conducting job analyses for content domain specification purposes (Kuehn et al., 1990). We
used the regional categorizations established by the National Association of State Directors of
Teacher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) in our analysis. Sex and race/ethnicity
subgroups were included because they represent protected "classes" under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. We used a dichotomous breakdown of teaching experience at the 5-year

point so that the judgments of less experienced teachers and more experienced teachers could
be represented separately.

A respondent category was required to have at least 30 respondents to be included in the
mean analysis (e.g., = 30 college faculty, = 30 females). This is a necessary condition to ensure
that the mean value based upon the sample of respondents is an accurate estimate of the
corresponding population mean value (Walpole, 1974). Consequently, there were insufficient
numbers of state administrators to analyze their responses separately. Knowledge statements
that meet or exceed a mean importance value of 2.50 (to be discussed in a later section) by all
four groups of education professionals (teachers and college faculty in the primary and
supplemental samples) and by all subgroups of respondents may be included in the development
of the test specifications. In addition, mean ratings were computed for the responses to the
content coverage section and the recommendation for test content section of the job analysis

survey. These analyses were computed for the four groups of educational professionals and for
the total sample.

Correlations. The correlational analysis is used to determine the extent of agreement
among the four groups of education professionals and among the demographic subgroups of
respondents about the relative importance of the knowledge statements. Relative importance
refers to the similarity of the pattern of mean ratings generated by the different respondent
groups. For example, the profile of 110 mean ratings for teachers in the primary sample is
correlated with the profile of 110 mean ratings for teachers in the supplemental sample. If these
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two profiles are similar (the shapes of the profiles are complementary), the value of :he
correlation coefficient will be close to 1.00.

Criterion for Interpretation of Mean Importance Ratings

Since the purpose of a job analysis is to ensure that only the most important knowledge
statements are included in the development of test specifications, a criterion (cut point) for
inclusion needs to be established. A criterion that has been used in a similar study (Rosenfeld
& Tannenbaum, 1991) is a mean importance rating that represents the midpoint between
moderately important and the next higher scale value. For the importance rating scale used in
the present job analysis, the value of this criterion is 2.50 (midpoint between moderately
important and important). It is believed that this criterion is consistent with the intent of
content validity, which is to measure only important knowledge in the assessment measure.
Therefore, knowledge statements that receive a mean importance rating of 2.50 or more may be
considered eligible for inclusion in the development of test specifications; knowledge statements
that receive a mean rating of less than 2.50 may not be considered for inclusion. (Because
survey participants were not involved in the development of the content domain, however, they
may lack certain insights that the Advisory Committee members have because of their high level
of involvement in the definition of the domain. Consequently, if the committee believes that a
knowledge statement rated below 2.50 should be included in the specifications and the
committee can provide compelling written rationales, those knowledge statements may be
reinstated for inclusion in the test specifications.)

Mean Importance Ratings

Education professionals. Means and standard deviations were computed for teachers and

college faculty in the primary and supplemental samples. Because of their length, these data are
provided in Appendix F.

Those knowledge statements rated less than 2.50 by either the teachers or college faculty in
the primary or supplemental samples are provided in Table 1. Of the 110 individual knowledge
statements, 18 (16.4%) were rated below 2.50 by .one or more of the four groups. The 18
statements with low ratings were confined to the two major categories of Literature and
Language/Linguistics. Hence, all statements in the Rhetoric/Composition and Pedagogy
Specific to English categories were approved by the education professionals.

Demographic subgroups. Means were computed for demographic subgroups based on sex,

race/ethnicity, geographic region, and teaching experien 2. These data are presented in a table
in Appendix G.

Those knowledge statements rated less than 2.50 by any of the demographic subgroups are
provided in Table 2. Of the 110 individual knowledge statements, 17 (15.5%) were rated below
2.50 by one or more of the subgroups. Again, all the items rated below 2.50 were coafined to
the Literature and Language/Linguistics categories.
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Table 1
Statements Rated Below 2.50 by Teachers and College Faculty

Primary Supplemental
Sample Sample
Coliege Coliege
Teachers Faculty Teachers Faculty
(N=219) | (N=165) | (N=118) (N=64)
LITERATURE
17 identify meters and rhyme schemes 2.42 2.09 2.26 2.31
19 Demonstrate understanding of poststructuralist literary theory 1.41 1.78 1.55 1.85
20 Demonstrate understanding of film as literature 2.31 235 2.44 243
dentify major works from the following categories, given brief ilterary
passages or critical commentary:
22 World literature 2.47
23 Classical iiterature 2.42
24 Comparative literature 2.35 212 243 2.44
25 Engiish literature to 1660 2.49 235 2.49
28 Adolescent Iiterature 2.47 243 2.49
31 Women's literature 2.47
32 Literary theory 2.18 2.01 217
LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS
Demonstrate an understanding of the following:
34 History of the English language 248 2.30
35 Theorles of language acquisition and development 2.12 2,07
38 Inflection/morphology 1.88 2.00 1.82 239
37 Dialects 2.14 2.14
38 Phonology 1.88 1.87 1.87
39 Psycholinguistics 1.63 225 1.70 2.49
41 Soclolinguistics 1.93 2.04
44 Other grammatical theories 2.25 244 2.38
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Table 2 )
Statements Rated Below 2.50 by Demographic Subgroups

Teaching
Experience
Race/ {teachers
Sex Ethnicity Geographic Reglon only)
L
F M POC w NE o] ] FW <5 | 6+
LITERATURE
17 identify meters and thyme 2.36 227 238 232 2.35 232 240 { 226 | 217|239
schemes
19 Demonstrate understanding of
poststructuralist literary theory 1.61 1.65 1.84 1.57 1.58 1.69 1.57 167 ] 1.54 ] 145
20 Demonsirate understanding of
film as literature 2.38 2.32 249 233 247 235 2.29 239 | 235|235
Identify major works from the following
categories, given brief literary passages
or critical commentary:
24 Comparative literature 2.34 235 2.28 237 2.36 234 2.33 2.35
25 English literature to 1660 247 2.46 243 232 2.47
29 Adolescent literature ) 246 248 245 245
31 Women'’s literature ' 249 2.46
32 Utorary theory 2.2 2.13 2.12 2.18 2.28 218 216 | 234 | 2.15
LANGUAGE/UINGUISTICS
Demonstrate an understanding of
the following:
34 History of the English language 2.47 245 | 2231 244
35 Theorles of language acquisition
and development 2.37 2.39 2.40 246 248 | 2101 2.10
38 Inflection/morphology 1.98 2.13 2.46 191 2.00 2.06 2.12 187 | 170 ] 1.88
37 Dialects 235 249 o 236 | 249 243 | 226 | 230} 212
38 Phonology 198 | 199 | 247 | 186 | 196 | 2.01 208 188 190 1.88
39 Psycholinguistics 1.93 1.99 2.39 1.85 1.95 2.02 1.90 194 ] 173 | 1.64
40 Semantics 241 | 245
41 Soclolinguistics 224 2.42 2.16 231 2.36 222 229 ]| 205 1.98
44 (Other grammatica! theories 238 243 232 2.41 2.42 2.36 237 | 2331229

Note: F = Female (N=516); M = Male (N=197); POC = Peopie ot Color (N=141); W = White (N=588); NE = Northeast
(N=168); C = Central (N=171); S = South (N=187); FW = Far West (N=173); 0-5 = 0 to 5 years’ teaching
experience (N=41); 6+ = 6 or more years' teaching experience (N=296).
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Correlations of the Profiles of Mean Importance Ratings

Education professionals. Correlations were computed among arrays of means for the

teachers and college faculty in the primary and supplemental samples. The obtained
correlations are provided in Table 3.

Demographic subgroups. Correlations were computed among arrays of means for the
selected subgroups of respondents (e.g., males and females). This is done as a way of evaluating
agreement among subgroups. The correlations between the various subgroups are provided in
Table 4. Note that all values are above .95. This indicates a high level of agreement among

subgroups and is consistent with findings in the job analysis literature (e.g., Schmitt and Cohen,
1989).

Table 3
Correlations of Mean Importance Ratings Among Education Professionals

1 2 3 4

1. Teachers—~Primary Sample (N=219) 1.00

2. Teachers—-Supplemental Sample (N=118) 99 1.00

3. College Faculty-Primary Sample (N=165) .87 .86 1.00

4. College Faculty-Supplemental Sample (N=64) .88 .89 92 1.00

Mean Ratings of Content Coverage

The survey participanis were asked to indicate, using a 5-point rating scale, how well the
statements within each of the four major knowledge categories covered the important aspects of
the category. Responses to this provide an indication of the adequacy (comprehensiveness) of
the content domain. The scale values were 1=Poorly, 2=Somewhat, 3=Adequately, 4=Well,
5=Very well. The mean ratings for the teachers and college faculty in the primary and
supplemental samples and for all respondents in the total sample are presented in Table 5. The
overall mean ratings (i.e., for all employment categories in the total sample) exceed 4.00 on all
categories. This supports the notion that the major knowledge categories were reasonably well
covered and that the overall content domain was comprehensive.




Table 4
Correlations of Mean Importance Ratings Among Demographic Subgroups

1 2 3 4
Sex
1. Female (N=516) 1.00
2. Male (N=197) 88 1.00
Raclal/Ethnlc Background
1. People of Color (N=141) 1.00
2. White (N=568) 96  1.00
Geographic Region
1. Northeast (N=168) ' 1.00
2. Contral (N=171) 899  1.00
3. South (N=187) 99 89 1.00
4. Far West (N=173) 98 .98 98 1.00
Teaching Experience
(teachers only)
1. 1-5ysars (N=41) 1.00
2. Greater than 5 years (N=296) 96 1.00
Table 5
Mean Ratings of Content Coverage
Primary Supplemental Total
Sample Sample Sample
College College All Employment
Teachers Faculty Teachers Faculty Categories
Knowledge Category (N=219) (N=165) (N=118) {N=64) (N=724)
Literature 4.23 3.82 4.26 4.29 4.13
Language/Linguistics 4.01 3.81 4.19 4.10 4.02
Rhetoric/Composition 4.51 4.16 4.50 4.57 4.43
Pedagogy Specific to English 4.40 4.30 4.49 463 441

Mean Percentage Weights for Test Content Emphasis: Recommendations for Test Content

In Part III of the survey, Recommendations for Test Content, participants are asked to
indicate how many test questions (out of 100) should be included from each of the knowledge
categories. This information may be used by the Advisory Committee to assist them in making
decisions about how much emphasis the knowledge categories should receive in the test
specifications. The mean weights for the teachers and college faculty in the primary and
supplemental samples and for all respondents in the total sample are presented in Table 6.
Literature and Rhetoric /Composition received the highest average ratings, while
Language [Linguistics received the lowest.
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Table 6
Mean Percentage Weights for Test Content Emphasis

Primary Suppiemental Total

Sample Sample Sample

College College All Employment
Teachers Faculty Teachers Faculty Categories

Knowledge Category (N=219) (N=185) (N=118) (N=64) (N=724)
| Rerature 30.67 27.40 30.62 28.14 29.29
Language/Linguistics 18.44 18.98 19.72 19.03 19.29
Rhetoric/Composition 31.04 29.22 29.42 31.13 30.04
Pedagogy Specific to English 19.85 24.41 20.24 21.70 21.38

Summary and Conclusions

A job analysis was conducted to define a knowledge domain in which newly licensed
(certified) English teachers must be knowledgeable to perform their jobs in a competent
manner. A draft domain of important knowledge statements was constructed by ETS Test
Development staff with expertise in English and ETS Research staff with expertise in job
analysis. This draft domain was reviewed by an External Review Panel of subject-matter experts
and revised as they felt necessary. The revised draft was then reviewed, modified, and approved
by an external Advisory Committee. The revised knowledge domain was then subjected to
verification/refutation through the use of a national survey of English teachers, teacher
educators, and state administrators. The survey participants were asked to rate specific
knowledge statements of the domain using a 5-point importance scale. A cut point of 2.50
(midpoint between moderately important and important) was established to designate knowledge
statements as eligible "= 2.50) or ineligible (< 2.50) for inclusion in the development of test
specifications.

The results of the mean analysis conducted by teachers and teacher educators indicated that
18 of 110 knowledge statements were rated less than 2.50. This represents 16.4% of the content
domain. When the same analysis was conducted for demographic subgroups, very similar results
were obtained. In total, 19 of the 110 statements (17.3%) did not meet the 2.50 criterion for
inclusion in these two analyses.

The 91 knowledge statements that were verified to be important by those surveyed should be used
as the foundation for the development of test specifications. Test specifications that are linked to
the results of a job analysis provide support for the content validity of the derived assessment
measures and may be considered part of an initial step in ensuring the fairness to subgroups of
English teacher candidates of the derived assessment measures. It is reasonable to assume that
because of testing and psychometric constraints (e.g., time limits, ability to measure some
content reliably) not all of the verified content will be included in the new assessment measure.
One source of information that may be used to guide the Advisory Committee in their decisic:.
as to what verified content to include is the mean importance rating. Although a rank ordering
of the content by mean importance rating is not implied, it is recommended that initial
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consideration be given to content that is well above the criterion and represents the appropriate
breadth of content coverage as stipulated in the test specifications.

The computation of correlation coefficients to assess relative agreement in terms of perceived
importance of the knowledge statements revealed a very high level of agreement. All
coefficients exceeded .85. These findings indicate that there is substantial agreement in the
importance ratings given across a wide array of education professionals.

Evidence was also provided in this study of the comprehensiveness of the content domain
within each of the four major knowledge categories. The results indicated that the survey
respondents thought the categories were reasonably well covered by their statements.

Finally, we collected data in the Recommendations for Test Content section of the survey
regarding the emphasis that should be given in the test to each of the four categories. This
information will be used by the Advisory Committee in their decisions about the appropriate
weighting of the test. '

In summary, this study took a multi-method approach to identify a content domain that is
related to the job of the newly licensed English teacher. The job analysis process allowed for
input from many practicing professionals in English education. The results of the study will be
used to develop specifications for the English test that will be included as part of the subject
assessments of The Praxis Series: Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers™.
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Tacoma, WA 98447

Timothy Materer
Department of English
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211

Elihu Pearlman
Department of English
University of Colorado
Denver, CO 80640

Cu

A-3

(7 A AT s s etk . AL 8 N AP PP ot N S At T Nt b A B B AT e P e St AN P T AN A ANl 8t am SRVENTENS




Appendix B
Advisory Committee

B-1/2

A N e AP T L P SRR, Y ot YN TS I T St i et 1 P S e



Secondary School Teachers

Rayna Goldfarb
34 Rosedale Road
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7730 Allison Road
New Orleans, LA 70126

Michael Salvatore
56 Greenfield Drive
South Windsor, CT 06074

James Sims
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Karen Webb *
Department of English
Loche Hall 250
Howard University
Washington, DC 20054

* Karen Webb and El'en Last were not members of the Advisory/Test Development committee
during the first meeting. Hence, they had no input during the development of the job analysis

inventory. They were present, however, during a second meeting in which the job analysis results
were reviewed.
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PO Box 7841
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Department of Instruction

San Jose Unified School District
1605 Park Avenue

San Jose, CA 95126

* Karen Webb and Ellen Last were not members of the Advisory/Test Development committee
during the first meeting. Hence, they had no input during the development of the job analysis

inventory. They were present, however, during a second meeting in which the job analysis results
were reviewed.
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JOB ANALYSIS INVENTORY

FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Educational Testing Service
Princeton, New Jersey

Copyright © 1991 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved.
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INTRODUCTION

Educational Testing Service (ETS) is developing a new generation of assessments for the
purpose of licensing teachers. The inventory that follows is part of our development effort and is
designed to gather information concerning the secondary-school English teacher’s job. It was
developed by high school teachers, college faculty, and state department of education officials,
along with ETS staff.

Those who constructed this questionnaire recognize that English teachers are required to teach
students with varying backgrounds and levels of ability. For these reasons, the collaborators believe
that teachers should have a broad and deep understanding of English in order to teach it. "The
inventory asks you to respond to a list of task statements and to rate each statement as to its

importance for a newly licensed (certified) English teacher. Please do not relate each task to your
own job but rather to what you believe a new teacher should know and be able to do.

The information you provide will guide the development of the NTE English Language and
Literature successor. It is expected that the new test will differ from the current examination in
both content and design. In addition to the development of a new test, this study will also
contribute to our understanding of English teaching as a profession. We expect the results of the
study to be widely disseminated and to have ramifications for teacher preparation.

The inventory has been mailed to a group of approximately 800 professionals. Its value is
directly related to the number of individuals who return their questionnaires. Because you
represent a large number of professionals, your responses are extremely important. Please take the
time to complete and return the questionnaire.
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PART I -- INVENTORY OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

The purpose of Part I is to ascertain what you believe a new English teacher should know and
be able to do. On the following pages you will find four broad categories (i.e., LITERATURE,
LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS, RHETORIC/COMPOSITION, and PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO
ENGLISH). Beneath each category is a list of statements, written as tasks, related to that
category. For each task in Part I, you will be asked to make your judgment as to the following:

 IMPORTANCE: How jmportant is it that a newly licensed (certified) English
teacher be able to.perform this task in a competent manner? : S

Of no'importance

Of little importance’

Moderately important
" Important

Very important

B R - D

To familiarize yourself with the categories and statements, you may wish to glance through Part I
before making your rating judgments.

Following each category is a question concerning how well you think the important aspects of
the category are covered by the statements in the inventory. On the lines provided, note any
important areas that you feel are not covered.



‘IMPORTANCE:" How imporfant is it that a Mmmm be able fo
pcrfonn this task in a competcnt manncr?

Of no importa‘noe_

- Of little importance
Moderately important
Important
Very important

SR o

} Circle your response using the scale adjacent to each task statement.

A. LITERATURE IMPORTANCE

1.

10.

11,

12

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

Demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of different literary
types (e.g., poems, plays, novels, essays, short stories) ................ 012 3 4

Demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of a wide variety of
literary forms (e.g., sonnets, narratives, diaries, autobiographies,

SETTIONS) .+« ¢t v s v v vaa s s e s e s s otonnetoeeanassneesnsns 01234
Paraphrase @ PasSaBE . .. .ovv v ar et tie e 012 3 4
ILErpret @ PASSABE .+ v v v v v v vt i 01234
Describe the writer's tone in @ Passage ... cvvvvviernrsrerosnacenns 01234
Describe the mood of @ passage . .....cvveviveene e ariietien 012 34
Identify and explain refcrences and allusions in a passage .. ............ 012 3 4
Identify figurative language in @ passage .........c.ceeuiviiienenn 01234
Distinguish between connotation and denotation . ................ ... 01234
Locate a piece of literature in its historical period ............. ... ... 012 34
Interpret literature within a cultural and historical context ............. 01234
Interpret metaphorical language ... i 012 3 4
Compare works of literature ... ool 01234
Identify the theme(s) of awork ... v 012 3 4
Support statements and interpretations with relevant, specific citations and

dOCUMENtAtION .+ v\ vt v et nne i et e 01234
Interpret a work within its current cultural contexts .............. ..., 0123 4
Identify meters and rhyme schemes .. ... 01234
Recognize various critical approaches to rcading and interpreting

] 221810 £ 01234
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IMPORTANCE How important is it that a ‘newly hgensgd mm;tigd} m;hgz be abtc to
petform this task in a competent manncr? -

0 Ofnoimportance"_-
1 Of little importance
2 Moderately xmportam
3 . Important :
4  Very important

Circle your response using the scale adjacent to each task statement.

A. LITERATURE (cont.) IMPORTANCE

19. Demonstrate an understanding of poststructuralist literary theory . ....... 012 34

20. Demonstrate an understanding of film as literature .................. 012 3 4

21. Identify the values reflected in a work of literature . . ................. 012 3 4
major works from the following categories, given brief liter a

or ¢r !;lgl commentar Y:

22. World literature .. ..ottt e e e 012 3 4
23. Classical Bterature ... .....ovv vttt ineenae et nns 0123 4
24. Comparative Hterature . ...... oottt ittt 0123 4
25. English literature to 1660 . ... ... ottt e e 01234
26. English literature 1660-1925 ... ... ... . it e 012 3 4
27. American literaturc before 1925 ... ... . i i e 012 3 4
28. British and American literature after 1925 ............ ... ... ... 012 3 4
(It is assumed that statements 29-32 will have dual classification with 22-28.)

29. Adolescent lterature . .. ..ottt e e 012 3 ¢
30. Ethnic literature .. ... ..ottt e e 012 3 4
31, Women's BEErature .. ..o vvvvn ittt i e e 012 3 4
32. Literary theory ... ..o e 012 3 4
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-~ Circle your responsc usmg the scale adjé.écnl.tsé eachtask &atéinent.- T

A. LITERATURE (cont.)
33, How well do the tasks in section A cover the important aspects of LITERATURE?

1 2 3 4 5
Very Poorly Poorly Adequately Well Very Well

What important aspects, if any, are not covered?

B. LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS ' IMPORTANCE

Demonstrate an ynderstanding of the following:

34. History of the English language . ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiienn 0123
35. Theories of language acquisition and development .. ................. 0123
36. Inflection/morphology . ....c.vvi i i 0123
3. Dialects .. . e e i e e e e 0123
38, Phonology ..ottt it e e e 0123
39. PsychOlingUIiStiCS « o v v v vt iie e it i e 0123
40, SEMANLICS + v v v vvovenonsnorsusatnonsoneneneensnsesnansanass 0123
41, SOCIOlNGUISLICS + v v vttt i i i e e e 0123
2. SYIMAX .« .o vttt et e e e e e 0123
43, Traditional grammar .. ... .ot i e e 0123
44, Other grammatical theories . ... oo viv i 0123

33
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- IMPORTANCE:  How im QQr{gnI is it that a WMML&M be able to
pcrform this t&sk ina oompctent manner?

Of no importénoe o

-0

1 Oflitfle importance

2 Moderately mportant
.3 Important -
-4 Very important

Circle your rcspdnse using the scale adjacent to each task statement.

B. LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS (cont.)
45. How well do the tasks in section B cover ilic important aspects of LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS?

1 2 3 4 5
Very Poorly Poorly Adequately Well Very Well

What important aspects, if any, are not covered?

C. RHETORIC/COMPOSITION IMPORTAMCE
Statements in this category pentain to the individual as teacher of rhetoric and
composition and to the teacher as writer.

46. Demonstrate an understanding of how students learn to write .......... 012 3 4

47. Prewrite or explore (e.g., usc brainstorming techniques, journals,

QUESHIOMIDZ) . .. v vttt e e e e e 0 1 2 3 4
48. Provide and sustain a focus orthesis ................. ... ... ... 012 3 4
49. Create texts for different audiences .................. ... 0iun. 0123 4
50. Sustain an approprialc voice as a speaker and writer .. ............... 012 3 4
51. Use different modes of organization .................ccivuvn.... 012 3 4
52. Create different types of discourse (e.g., expressive, persuvasive, expository,

L3 - T 012 3 4
53. Generate appropriate and sufficient support for a focus or thesis

(e.g., arguments, cxamples, evidence) . .. ..o i 012 3 4
54. Preserve coherence and cohesion in an extended picee of writing . ... . ... 01 2 3 4
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" Important

0
L2 _._.-Modcrately mportant L
4 'Very important

Circle your response using the scale adjacent to each task statement.

C. RHETORIC/COMPOSITION (cont.)

55.

56.

57.

59.

61.

62.

63.

65.

67.

69.

70.

71

Revise writing for readers
Collaborate in speaking and writing

Use word processing and other technologies in creating and developing
texts

Adjust sentence structure and word choices to the purposes of
expression

Use figurative language . ........ ..ot i

Use standard English
Identify the major theme(s) of a passage

Distinguish among specific types of writing (e.g., expressive, expository,
persuasive)

Describe means of developing a discourse (e.g., descriptions, examples,
narratives, arguments, evidence)

Describe elements of style (e.g., sentence structure, word choice)
Describe modes of organization
Draw inferences and identify implied arguments
Analyze reasoning within a discourse
Use context to interpret meanings
Distinguish fact from opinion
Deconstruct texts, identifying gaps and incongruities

Identify the intended audience

IMPORTANCE
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
012 3 4
012 3 4
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
012 3 4
0123 4
0123 4
0123 4
012 3 4
012 3 4




1MPORTANCE "How import ant is it that a be able to
perform ths task ina compctcnt manner? . :
o A_'Of no xmportanee
2 "Moderately unpottant
3 Important
4 -': Very mportant

Cu’cle your r&sponse using the scale adjaccnt to each task statement.

C. RHETORI MPOSITION (cont. | RT.

Identify figurative lan

72. Hyperbole and exaggeration ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaen. 012 3 4
2% T 5 ¢} 13 P 012 3 4
T4 Metaphor . ..o ittt it i i e e 0123 4
75, Persomification . .. ... iueuiniii it i e 012 3 4
T6, SImile ... i il i et e i i i i e s 012 3 4
77. Understatement . .......uiieuietnt ot iatoenateaiaiaeaanaen 012 3 4
78. Evaluate the sustaining of a focus orthesis ........... .. .. 0 i, 012 3 4
79. Assess the sufficiency and appropriateness of supporting material

(examples, argumMeEnts) .. ... .. it i i e i e e 012 3 4
80. Assess the coherence and cohesion of adiscourse .......... ... .00, 012 3 4
81. Assess the effectiveness of word choices and sentence structure ......... 0123 4
82. Assess consistent and appropriate uses of standard English, including

grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation ............. ... ..o ..., 012 3 4

83. How well do the tasks in section C cover the important aspects of RHETORIC/COMPOSITION?

1 2 3 4 5
Very Poorly Poorly Adcquately Well Very Well

What important aspects, if any, arc not covered?
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Circle your résponse using the scale adjacent to each task statement.

D. PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO ENGLISH
In addition to content, English teachers need to know pedagogy specific to English.
This includes knowledge of students, curriculum, teaching strategies, and resources.

84.

85.

87.

89.

91,

94,

95.

. Evaluate the organization of content in an English curriculum

Determine the knowledge, experience, and skills that students bring to the
Englishclassroom .. ... i it iii i ettt e iriennenaennas

Teach grammar and usage by having students study their own language in
COMLEXE & oottt e it et iii ettt et teteaeeseateaateasens

Given an example of a student’s work that contains an error arising from a
misconception, identify the misconception and assist the student in
COTTECHNZ Il . o\ v v ittt it i ittt it ie i n s inararanaes

Recognize patterns of error in student work and assist students in
developing strategies to correct them . ...........coviiiii i,

Demonstrate an understanding of the relative impact of societal and
cultural influences on the literacy education of differing gender,
racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups

Demonstrate an understanding of bilingual and second language issues . .. .

Use the works of authors from diverse backgrounds in the instruction of
literature

Organize a sequence of content and instruction in an English curriculum for
a particular grade level or group of students ............ ... ...

Provide a rationale for the study of English

Identify purposcs for teaching particular topics in English . ............

Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of learning theories to
teaching English

Interrelate reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking in the
ClassroOm . ... e i e

cu 42
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g !MPORTANCE' How important s it that a wmwm be able to:
perform this task in a compctcnt manncr? ,

- ‘Of no xmportanee

. 0' .
1 Of little importance
‘2" Moderately unporta.nt
3 Important -

4 - Very important

“'Clircle your résponse dsing the scale adjacent to each task statement. *

D. PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO ENGLISH (cont.) IMPORTANCE
97. Show relationships between English and other disciplines ............. 012 3 4

98. Engage students’ experience and knowledge outside of texts to teach

2 031 23 4

99. Use curricular materials and resources for English (e.g., textbooks and
other printed materials, computer software) in ways appropriate for
particular groups of students and particular topics ............ .. ... 012 3 4

100. Use instructional technologies (e.g., computer, videodisc, interactive
television) to teach English .......... ..o cviiiiiiiiiiiint 012 3 4

101. Use a variety of teaching strategies (e.g., laboratory work, supervised
practice, group work, lecture) in English appropriate for particular groups

of students and particular topics . ........ il i 012 3 4
102. Use modeling strategies to teach reading and writing ................ 012 3 4
103. Demonstrate an undcrstanding of the importance of collaborative

learning . ...t e e e e e e 012 3 4
104. Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of using whole texts

rather than workbooks in the English curriculum ................... 012 3 4
105. Use appropriate forms of representation (e.g., analogies, examples,

drawings, symbols) for teaching English ... ........... ... ooivity 012 3 4
106. Use mass media (e.g., film, television, video) in teaching English ....... 012 3 4

107. Use appropriate evaluation strategies (c.g., portfolios, observations,
interviews, oral discussions, cssays, written tests) to assess student
PerfOrmance . ... ..ottt i i e 012 3 4

108. Develop questions that ask students to display their understanding of
particular toPICS . ... i e e e 012 3 4

109. Engage students in developing their own questions about topics in
English ..o i e e e 01234

C-12




' Chrcle your rcsponsc usmg the scale ;Ajé‘cént lt;:') eachtaskstatcmem. B

D. PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO ENGLISH (cont.) PORTAN

110. Know procedures for controlling the social atmosphere of a classroom

without discouraging divergent thought .............. ... ... ..... 0123 4
111. Demonstrate an awareness of professional and scholarly literature

(e.g., journals, reference works) appropriate for English teachers and

01 1) 1 7 012 3 4
112. Demonstrate an awareness of professional and scholarly orgarizations for

English teachers and students ..........c i, 012 3 4
113. Acknowledge the complexities of modern society and their impact on

teaching and learning English ......... ... ..o i, 012 3 4

114.

How well do the tasks in scction D cover the important aspects of PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO.
ENGLISH?

1 2 3 4 5
Very Poorly Poorly Adequately Well Very Well

What important aspects, if any, are not covered?

C-13 .
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PART II -- RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEST CONTENT

Here are the four general categories covered in the first section of this inventory. If a licensing
examination for English teachers contained 100 questions, how many questions should be included from each

category? If you feel a category should not be included in the exam, put 0 in the space provided. Make sure
your responses total 100.

CATEGORIES NUMBER OF TEST QUESTIONS
(out of 100}
115. LITERATURE
116, LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS
117. RHETORIC/COMPOSITION
118. PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO ENGLISH
Total 100
45

C-14
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PART III -- BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The information that you provide in this section is completely confidential and will be used for research
purposes only. Please answer the questions by circling the number that most closely describes you or your
professional activities. Unless otherwise indicated, please circle only one response for each question.

119. Where do you work?

16.
17.

WON_NANAE LN

Alabama
Alaska

. Arizona

Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of
Columbia
Florida

. Georgia

Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas

35.

120. What is your age?

AR e

Under 25
25-34
3544
45-54
55-64
Over 64

121. What is your sex?

1.
2,

Female
Male

Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine

. Maryland

Massachusetts
Michigan

. Minnesota

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire

. New Jersey
32,
33.

New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota

C-15

37.
39.
41.
42,
43.
45.
47.
49.

5L
52.

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming




122, How do you describe yourself?

American Indian, Inuit, or Aleut

Asian, Asian American, Hawaiian Native, or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

Chicano or Mexican American

Puerto Rican

Latin American, South A nerican, Central American, or other Hispanic
White

Other

PN E PN

123. Which of the following best deseribes your highest educational attainment?

Less than a bachelor’s
Bachelor’s

Bachelor’s + additional credits
Master’s

Master’s + additional credits
Doctorate

AR S S

124. Which of the following best describes your current employment status?

Temporary substitute (assigned on a daily basis)
Permanent substitute (assigned on a longer term basis)
Regular teacher (not a substitute)

Principal or assistant principal

Scheol administrator

Curriculum supervisor

State administrator
College faculty

Other (please specify)

WA R WD

125. How many years have you taught English?

Less than a ycar

1- 2 years

3 - S years

6 - 10 years

11 - 15 years

16 - 20 years

21 or more ycars
Never taught English

PN B W=
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126. What grade level(s) are you currently teaching? (Circle all that apply)

Preschool/kindergarten

Grades 14

Grades 5-8

Grades 9-12

College

Do not currently teach (supervisor/administrator)
Do not currently teach (retired)

Other (please specify)

PN AW

127. Which of the following are included in your current teaching assignment? (Circle all that apply)

Composition
Advanced Placement
Honors

Remedial English
English as a Second Language
Dramatic Productions

Journalism

Survey course in American Literature
Survey course in English Literature
Course in World Literature

Do not currently teach

Other (plcase specify)

PhboovoNngunawpr

128.  Circle the following organizations to which you belong.

American Federation of Teachers

Association of Teachers of English as a Second Language
Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC)
Conference on English Education

Modern Language Association

National Council of Teachers of English

National Education Association

Other (please specify)

I BB R

Thank you for completing this inventory.

Please return it within two weeks using the enclosed envelope.

e
2
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Cover Letter and Follow-Up Postcard
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EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE @ PRINCKTON, N.J. 08541

609-921-9000
CABLE-EDUCTESTSVC

.

DIVISION OF COGNITIVE
AND ASSESSMENT RESEARCH May 1990

Dear Colleague:

I am writing to ask your cooperation in a project that should be of importance to teachers,
college faculty, administrators, and other professionals in your field. Educational Testing Service
(ETS) is in the process of developing a new generation of assessments for the purpose of
licensing teachers. One type of assessment will be created to measure the prospective teacher’s
subject-matter or specialty-area knowledge and will likely be administered upon completion of
the undergraduate teacher education program. One such assessment is a new version of the
NTE English Language and Literature test. I am asking for your help as we develop this
examination.

As part of the developmental process, ETS has worked closely with an advisory committee
of classroom teachers, college faculty, and school administrators to identify potentially important
knowledge and skill areas in English instruction. The enclosed inventory has been constructed
as a way to obtain your judgments on the importance of these areas for the newly licensed
(certified) English teacher. Your responses and those of other professionals to this inventory
will guide the development of the new examination.

You will notice that the inventory asks for some background information about you; this is
solely for purposes of describing respondents. Your answers will be treated in strict confidence.

A postage-paid envelope is enclosed for the return of your completed questionnaire.
Thank you for your participation in this important project.

Sincerely,

e Waaie™
Scott Wesley, Ph.D.
Associate Research Scientist

Enc. (2)
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JOB ANALYSIS INVENTORY FOR
TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Dear Colleague:

I recently sent you an inventory to obtain your opinions of what a newly-licensed
English teacher sliould know and be able to do. If you have not already done
so, please complete the inventory and return it in the postage-paid envelope to:

Educational Testing Service
Mail Stop 11-P
Princeton, NJ (8541

If you have already returned the inventory, please accept my thanks for your
help in this important project.

Sincerely, Scott Wesley, Ph.D.
/S&JHV WJ-AQ‘-‘a/ Associate Research Scientist
Educational Testing Service
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Primary Sample Supplemental Sample
{N = 507) (N = 217)
Number Percent Number Percent
AGE (years)
Under 25 0 0.0 2 0.9
25-34 22 4.3 28 12.9
3544 169 33.3 70 323
45-54 182 35.9 66 30.4
55-64 87 17.2 35 16.1
85 and over 38 7.5 13 6.0
No response 9 7.8 3 1.4
SEX
Female 356 70.2 160 737
Male 142 28.0 55 25.3
No responss 9 1.8 2 0.9
RACE/ETHNICITY
American Indlan or Alaskan Native 0 0.0 1 05
Aslan, Asian American, Hawaiian Native,
or Paclfic lslander 7 1.4 3 1.4
Black or African American 17 3.4 95 43.8
Hispanic 1 0.2 9 42
White - 468 92.3 100 46.1
Other 4 0.8 4 1.8
No response 10 20 5 2.3
HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Less than Bachelor's 0 0.0 0 0.0
Bachelor's 2 04 7 3.2
Bachelor's + Credits 41 8.1 46 21.2
Master's 36 77 15 6.9
Master's + Credits 249 49.1 72 33.2
Doctorate 168 33.1 74 34.1
No response 8 1.6 3 14
o E2 5 d
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Primary Sample Supplemental Sample
(N = 507) (N = 217)
Number Percent Number Psrcent
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Temporary Substitute 4 0.8 0 0.0
Permanent Substitute 2 0.4 0 0.0
Regular Teacher (no.t & substitute) 217 428 118 54.4
Princlpal or Assistant Principal 3 0.6 3 1.4
School Administrator 6 1.2 3 1.4
Curricular Supervisor 17 34 5 2.3
State Adminlstrator 2 0.4 0 0.0
College or University Faculty 165 325 64 29.5
Other 50 9.9 19 8.8
No response 41 8.1 5 2.3
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Less than 1 year 0 0.0 0 0.0
1-2 years 2 0.4 14 6.5
3-5 years 7 1.4 26 120
6-10 years 32 6.3 18 8.3
11-15 years 82 16.2 29 13.4
16-20 years 136 268 47 21.7
21 of more years 239 47.1 80 36.9
Never taught English 1 0.2 0 0.0
No response 8 1.6 3 1.4
GRADES CURRENTLY TEACHING '
Preschool /Kindergarten 3 0.6 0 0.0
Grades 1- 4 3 0.6 0 0.0
Grades 5-8 48 9.5 10 4.6
Grades 9 - 12 232 45.8 121 55.8
College 203 40.0 73 33.6
Do not teach (supervisor/administrator) 25 4.9 17 78
Do not teach (retired) 27 5.3 7 3.2
Other 30 59 10 4:6

' Multiple responses were allowed. Total will not add up to 507 in the main sample and 217 in the supplementary sample.
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Primary Sample

Supplemental Sample

{N = 507) (N = 217)
Number Percent Number Percent
CURRENT TEACHING ASSIGNMENT '
Compaosition 381 75.1 158 72.8
Advanced Placement 75 14.8 27 12.4
Honors 141 278 57 26.3
Remedial English 131 258 81 373
English as a Second Language 37 73 18 83
Dramatic Productions 33 65 20 9.2
Journalism 39 7.7 15 69
Survey Course in American Literaturse 140 276 77 35.5
Survey Course in English titerature 113 223 49 226
Courss in World Literature 93 18.3 59 27.2
Do not currently teach 48 9.5 17 7.8
Other 167 329 82 37.8
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS '
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 35 6.9 25 115
Association of Teachers of English as a
Second Language (ATESL) 14 28 4 1.8
Conference of College Composition and
Communication {CCCC) 151 29.8 64 23.5
Conferange of English Education (CEE) 59 11.6 20 8.2
Modern Language Association (MLA) 85 16.8 39 18.0
National Council of Teachers of English
(NCTE) 489 96 4 158 72.8
National Education Association 209 41.2 76 35.0
Other 166 327 91 419
GEQGRAPHIC REGION
Northeast 113 223 55 253
Central 122 241 49 22.6
South 129 25.4 58 26,7
Far West 121 23.9 52 240
No response 22 43 3 1.4

1

Muitipie responses were allowed. Total will not add up to 507 in the main sample and 217 in the supplementary sample.
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Appendix F
I Ratings for Pri | Suop] | Samol




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

LITERATURE

Demonstrate understanding of characteristics of different literary types
Demonstrate understanding of characteristics of variety of literary forms
Paraphrase a passage

interpret a passage

Describe the writer's tone in a passage

Describe the mood of a passage

identify and explain references and allusions in a passage
identify figurative language in a passage

© O N O rE W N -

Distinguish between connotation and denotation
Locate a plece of literature in its historical period

- -
- 0

interpret literature within a cultural and historical context

oy
N

Interpret metaphorical language

-
w

Compare works of literature
identify the theme(s) of a work

-
[+, B

Support statements and interpretations with citations and documentation

-
w»

Interpret a work within its current cuitural contexts

-
~

Identify meters and rhyme schemes

-
. ]

Recognize various critical approaches to reading/interpreting literature

-
©

Demonstrate understanding of poststructuralist literary theory

3

Demcnstrate understanding of flim as literature
21 Kentify the vaiues reflected In & work of literature

Identify major works from the following categorles, given brief literary
passages or critical commentary:

22 World literature
23 Classlcal literature

N
o

Comparative literature

English literature to 1660

English literature 1660.-1925

American literature before 1925

British and American literature after 1925
Adolescent literature

Ethnic literature

EBBY R

w
-

Women's literature

(]
N

Uterary theory

Note: Mean ratings that are less than 2.50 are shaded.
F-2

Primary Suppiemental
Sample Sample
Coilege Collegs
Teachers | Faculty | Teachers | Faculty
{N=219) | (N=185) | (N=118) | (N=64)
3.81 3.54 3.69 3.64
3.46 3.16 3.36 3.36
3598 3.50 3.52 3.45
3.76 3.63 373 3.64
3.33 3.15 3.21 3.22
3.29 298 3.20 3.08
3.22 285 3.15 3.19
3.47 3.07 3.40 3.25
343 3.25 3.20 3.48
293 280 285 3.05
3.11 321 3.10 3.31
337 3.24 3.15 3.14
3.24 3.07 3.24 3.28
368 3.44 357 3.39
3.32 3.33 3.20 3.33
3.02 3.19 3.05 3.39
333 3.30 333 3.37

266
275

.
cy

2.56 263
262 271

1

275
2.90
3.05
273
3.25
3.1
2.51



Primary Supplemaental
Sampie Sample

College Coliege
Teachers | Faculty | Teachers | Facuity
(N=219) | (N=165) | (N=118) | (N=64)

LANGUAGE/LINGUISTICS
Demonstrate an understanding of the following:

History of the English language

Theories of language acquisition and development
Inflection/morphoiogy

Dialects

Phonology

Pgycholinguistics

Semantics

Soclolinguistics

Syntax

Traditional grammar

528889888 ¢%

Other grammatical theories
RHETORIC/COMPOSITION

Statements In this category pertain to the individual as teacher of rhetoric
and composition and to the teacher as writer,

46 Demonstrate understanding of how students learn to write 3.66 3.71 3.53 3.56
47 Prewrite or explore (e.g., use brainstorming techniques, Journals,

questioning) 373 3.69 3.69 353
48 Provide and sustain a focus or thesis 3.77 3.69 3.69 3.81
49 Create texts for different audiences 342 3582 320 3.52
50 Sustain an appropriate voice as a speaker and writer 3.47 348 3.42 355
51 Usea different modes of organization 3.50 3.29 353 3.70
52 Create different types of discourse (e.g., expressive, persuasive,

expository, literary) 3.62 3.38 3.67 3.61
53 Generate appropriate and sufficient support for a focus or thesis 3.81 367 379 3.95
54 Preserve coherence and cohesion In an extended piece of writing 3.76 3.56 3.72 391
55 Revise writing for readers 3.63 3.66 3.49 3.67
56 Coilaborate in speaking and writing 3.20 3.26 3.20 3.41
57 Use word processing and other technologies to create/develop texts 2.92 2,69 272 261
58 Adjust sentence structure/word cholices to the purposes of expression 3.51 3.38 3.45 3.52
59 Use figurative language 3.10 257 3.03 3.02
60 Use standard English 3.82 361 379 367
61 Identify the major theme(s) of a passage 3.59 324 3.58 3.55
62 Distinguish among types of writing {e.g., expressive, persuasive) 3.47 281 3.50 3.45
63 Describe means of developing a discourse {e.g., descriptions, exampies) 3.43 3.04 3.53 3.63
64 Describe elements of style (e.g., sentence structure, word choice) 3.41 3.03 3.27 3.44
65 Describe modes of organization 3.29 285 3.28 348

Q F-3
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Primary Supplemental
Sample Sample

| College College
Teachers | Facully | Teachers Faculty
(N=218) | (N=165) | (N=118) {(N=64)

66 Draw Inferences and Identify implied arguments 3.4 335 332 356
67 Analyze reasoning within a discourse 3.35 333 3.7 3.55
68 Use context to interpret meanings 3.50 3.48 3.54 3.67
69 Distingulsh fact from opinion 382 3.54 373 3.7
70 Deconstruct texts, identifying gaps and Incongruities 293 2.64 2.54 3.00
71 dentify the intended audience 333 3.19 3.35 3.42
identify figurz.tive language:
72 Hyperbole and sxaggeration 3.26 268 3.18 3.03
73 lrony 348 3.02 3.44 3.32
74 Metaphor 3.46 295 344 3.35
75 Personification ' 341 | 274 3.38 317
76 Simile 344 2.81 3.42 332
77 Understatement 327 276 3.21 3.14
78 Evaluate the sustaining of a focus or thesis 353 348 3.58 3.87
79 Assess the sufficiency and appropriateness of supporting material 362 3.60 3.50 384
80 Asseas the coherence and cohesion of a discourse 3.50 3.42 3.49 3.75
81 Assess sffectiveness of word choices and sentence structure 3.55 3.41 3.45 3.63
82 Assess consistent/appropriate uses of standard Engiish (grammar, 372 3.51 378 .77

usage, speiling)
PEDAGOGY SPECIFIC TO ENGLISH
84 Determine knowledge, experience, and skilis that students bring to the

English classroom 3.36 3.57 3.53 3.65
85 Teach grammar and usage by having students study their own language

In context 3.13 332 ] 303 3.38
86 Kentify misconceptions and assist student 11 correcting 3.51 3.43 3.53 3.54
87 Recognize patterns of error and assist students in developing strategles

to correct them 368 3.70 373 383
88 Demonstrats understanding of societal and cultural influences on literacy

education 290 3.36 3.03 3.58
89 Demonstrate understanding of bilingual and second language issues 253 3.04 2.61 3.10
90 Evaluate the organization of content in an English curriculum 296 3.02 2,98 3.18
91 Use works of authors from diverse backgrounds in litsrature instruction 3.30 3.39 3.36 3.89
g2 Organize sequence of content and instruction in an English curriculum 327 3.3 3.24 3.40
93 Provide a rationale for the study of English 3.11 3.10 3.18 3.15
94 Identify purposes for teaching particular topics in English 3.24 3.22 3.32 3.32
95 Demonstrate understanding of the importance of learning theories to

teaching English 275 2.94 263 2,76
96 Interrelate reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking in the

classroom 3.78 3.75 3.76 3.81

F4 .
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

87
g8

100
101

102
103
104

106

108
107

108

109
110

111
112

113

Primary Supplemental
Sample Sample
College Coliege
Teachers | Faculty | Teachers | Faculty
(N=218) | (N=165) | (N=118) (N=84)
Show relationships between English and other disciplines 3.28 3.02 3.33 3.2
Engage students' experlence and knowledge outside of texts to teach
English 3.46 3.50 3.50 3.60
Use curricular materials and resources for English 3.47 3.32 3.54 3.41
Use instructional technologies (e.g, computer, videodisc, interactive TV) 289 2.61 3.04 2.81
Use a varlety of teaching strategles (e.g., laboratory, supervised practice,
group work) 3.61 353 3.54 3.63
Use modeling strategies to teach reading and writing 3.43 3.20 3.32 3.27
Demonstrate understanding of the importance of collaborative learning 3.15 3.13 3.13 3.27
Demonstrate understanding of the importance of using whole texts
rather than workbooks . 3.07 3.38 2.89 3.35
Use appropriate forms of representation (e.g., analogies, examples,
drawings, symbols) 3.24 3.10 3.29 3.35
Use mass media (e.g., film, TV, video} in teaching English 280 2.65 3.01 3.08
Use appropriate evaluation strategies (e.g., portfolios, observations,
essays, written tests) 3.57 3.71 3.53 3.75
Develop questions that ask students to display their understanding of
particular topics 3.70 343 3.66 3.62
Engage students to develop their own questions about topics in English 3.38 3.49 325 3.57
Control soclal atmosphere of classroom without discouraging divergent
thought 3.69 3.58 3.68 3.63
Demonstrate awareness of professional/scholarly literature 2.88 3.13 2.85 3.31
Demonstrate awareness of professional/scholarly organizations for
teachers and students 279 295 2.68 3.17
Acknowledge complexities of soclety and their impact on teaching and
learning English 3.10 3.14 3.19 3.48
L)
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